2010 Catalyst Challenge Trip Application
Hope Fellowship
Information Section

Personal Info:

Name (as it appears in your passport or government issued ID) 

_____________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________

City_____________________________  State_________  Zip_________ 

Telephone(home) _____________________________ 
Cell Phone (if available)_______________________________ 

E-mail____________________________________________________ 

Occupation____________________________   Age_____________
Date of Birth____________________________    Gender ❒F ❒M 
Parent Info: (If under the age of 18)
Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Name: ___________________________________

Home Phone: _________________________

Cell Phone: __________________________(name)__________________

Cell Phone: __________________________(name)__________________

Work Phone: _________________________(name)__________________

Work Phone: _________________________(name)__________________
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For the Student:

By signing this application I, ______________________, understand that I am responsible for my deposit and inevitably the full cost of my trip (which will be raised by me and the rest of the Youth Group).  I promise to actively participate in fundraising and understand that the amount of my participation will affect my overall portion of the proceeds raised.  At the end of fundraising, if the money raised is not enough to cover the trip, I will be responsible for paying the difference.  

I also understand that preparation for this trip is crucial and promise to attend the challenge trip meetings and fulfill all of the requirements for participation.  If I fail to meet these requirements, I understand that I may be asked to give my spot to another student who can cover the requirements.

Finally, I agree to participate fully in the challenge trip regardless of what obstacles we may encounter.  I understand that Christian service is hard and promise to give of my whole self, allowing Christ to work through me.  I understand that rooming with someone three other people for a week will be a change, and I fully welcome these challenges and opportunities.

Student Signature: _____________________________

For the Parents:

By signing this application I, _______________________, understand that my family is responsible in supporting my child monetarily, physically and mentally.  I promise to help my child in raising the funds and participating in the challenge trip meetings to the best of my ability.  I understand that we are responsible to cover the cost of the trip if the funds are not fully raised by fundraisers.  

I promise to help keep track of times and dates to insure that my child is on time to meetings and events.  I will do everything in my power to keep the leadership of the trip appraised of any conflicts or issues.  I understand that my child maybe asked to give up their spot on the trip if we fail to meet the minimum requirements.

Finally, I understand that my participation and encouragement is vital to the overall group mentality.  I agree to support my child and the youth program in this trip in every way that I can.  

Parent Signature: __________________________________



     __________________________________
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What is your present and past involvement with Hope Fellowship?
(If you are not a member of Hope Fellowship, please indicate your present involvement with your own religious community.)
Why are you interested in participating in this trip? 

What are your expectations for this trip experience? 

What are some of the gifts you feel you would bring to this group experience? 
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In what other, if any, mission/challenge trips have you participated? 

Please list any previous travel experience: 

What are your skills, interests, or hobbies (such as photography) that might be useful on the trip or in the interpretation experience after the trip? 

General Health:    ❒Excellent  ❒Good  ❒ Fair 

Do you have allergies?    ❒Yes ❒No (If yes, please explain) 

Dietary restrictions? ❒Yes ❒No (If yes, please explain) 
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Do you have physical challenges?  ❒Yes ❒No (If yes, please explain)
Do you have emotional challenges?  ❒Yes ❒No (If yes, please explain)
What languages do you speak fluently? 

Please return this application form to 
Johnathan Sublet by 
dropping it off in his box at the church, 

emailing it youthpastor@hopefellowship.com, 

or mailing it to
Johnathan Sublet, Youth Pastor

Hope Fellowship Church

200 Lake Rd.

Lake Jackson, TX 77566
TEAM MEMBER SKILL ASSESSMENT
Please write a number 1 through 4, as each skill applies to each team member.

If you have no experience at all, please leave that box blank.

If you are licensed in a given area (e.g., plumbing, electrical), please write that next to your name.

1 – Willing to learn         2 – Have helped before       3 – Work at frequently 
4 – Experienced Do-It yourselfer      5 – Make a living at     6 – Licensed

· General/Versatile laborer:

· Chainsaw Operation:

· Painting:

· General Carpentry:

· Roofing:

· Framing:

· Drywall Hanger:

· Finish Carpentry:

· Flooring:

· General Contractor:

· Electrician:

· Plumbing:

· Heating/AC:

· Equipment Operator(Please specify):

· Counseling:

· Prayer:

· Visitation:

· Admin/Computers:

· Cooking:

· Mechanic:

· Other (Please specify):

Fund-Raising Study

(Please review with your family)
“A Biblical Approach to Fund-Raising”

A.
Read Nehemiah 1-2:9 – Nehemiah

1. Of what need was Nehemiah informed?  What was his response? (1:3-4)

2. What did Nehemiah do, twice, before bringing his request before the king? (1:11, 2:4)
3. Nehemiah was not only given permission to go.  What other needs did he present to the king and receive? (2:6-8)  Why were the requests granted?

B.
Read Luke 8:1-3 and 10:1-8 - Jesus

1. How were Jesus and His disciples provided for when they traveled?

2. Jesus gave instructions to those He sent out before Him.  What did He tell them to bring with them?  They had to go with an attitude of faith.  What would your attitude have been?

3.  In 10:7 Jesus says, “A worker deserves his wages.”  Do you consider your mission trip to be work?

C.
Read Philippians 4:10-19 - Paul

1. Should the support you receive be considered a gift for you?

2. What do you learn in this passage about gifts given for the work of the gospel?  What will the giver receive?

3. In Romans 15:20-24, where had Paul been spending his time?

4. In the above passage, what two reasons did he have for visiting Rome?

D.
Discuss three things you learned and will apply in your approach to raising support.

Support Planner

The Project:

Total cost of trip:





$__________

Amount I am responsible for:




$__________

Amount pledged by the Missions Committee:

$__________

Difference to be made up through support-raising:

$__________

My Objectives:

Number of prayer supports I will recruit:


___________

Date by which we will have our money raised:

___________

Date to send out prayer letters:



___________

Amount of personal money I will give:


$__________

Amount of money I commit to raising personally:

$__________

Amount of money I will help the team raise:


$__________

Methods I’m Going to Use:

1.

2.

3.

Sending Out Letters:

List ten people I will send letters to (remember thank you notes later).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Sample Support Letter  -  As a convenience to your contact, you might want to consider enclosing an envelope addressed to the church and maybe have it stamped as well. This letter will need to be altered for this year’s trip.      
(Month  day), 2009

Dear (Mr. Wilson),

You may not have heard from me for a while, but I am asking that you take a moment to read this letter as I would like to explain my upcoming plans.  My youth group is going on a missions project to Galveston this summer.  We see missions as a chance to put what Christ teaches into practice through serving others.  This project provides an opportunity to do just that.  We are going to minister to all those affected by Hurricane Ike in September of 2008.  We’re going to people, many of whom have lost hope, in order to share our reason for hope.   
Our project will be June 21-27, 2009, and is being organized by EFCA TouchGlobal, a missions organization which enables churches to experience missions first hand.  EFCA TouchGlobal has set up and lead mission efforts since 1993 in over 20 international locations.   They will handle everything in setting up and leading the Galveston project.  We will be helping with home reconstruction and repair, tree and debris removal, cleaning out flood damaged homes, dry wall demolition, serving in free store ministry, helping with meal preparation or clean-up, assisting with work assignments, ministry follow-up, maintenance of the church facilities, praying as a team, working with children and evangelizing.

I need your help as I step out in obedience to scripture.  By praying for me as I prepare and go to Galveston, you will have a direct impact on my ministry.   Prayer is of vital importance to every aspect of life and this project is no exception.  The cost of the project is $170 per student.  The church missions committee has pledged the money to cover each student’s transportation cost.   I have put aside $85 from my job for the project and need to raise another $85.  Will you consider supporting me financially?  All I need is ten people to give $8.50 each in order to make this missions adventure possible.   

I look forward to what God will do in my life through this project and will be in touch with you to let you know more.   Thank you for reading about my plans and through your prayer support, and also if you feel led to assist me financially,  you’ll be sharing in this opportunity with me to influence the lives of many people, not just in Galveston, but my life and the lives of the rest of the group.   
Love in Christ,

(Student Name)
-----------------------------------------------Detach and Return-----------------------------------------------
All money needs to be turned in to the church by May 31, 2009.  A receipt will be sent to you from the church for your contribution to my fund.

_____ Yes, I want to support ____________________ with my prayers and my gift of $ _______.

_____ Yes, I want to support ____________________ with my prayers at this time.

_____ No, I cannot help you at this time, but have fun and don’t drink the water!

Name:
_______________________________________________________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to Hope Fellowship and put my name on the memo line.  Please mail this form and to:   Hope Fellowship - Youth Ministry,   200 Lake Rd.,  Lake Jackson, TX 77566





Thank you so much for being willing to pray for me.  The following requests will help you be specific during your prayer time.  Please pray…

· That I will be filled with joy throughout this trip and that I will not get discouraged
· That God will fill me with the right words to speak to those I talk with
· That I will grow and learn during this trip
· That I will be a witness to all of the people we will work with
· That we will work well together as a group
· That I will be filled with the Spirit throughout this trip and do everything in love.
Thank you so much for being willing to pray for me.  The following requests will help you be specific during your prayer time.  Please pray…

· For wisdom to be able to share God’s Word in the least confusing way possible

· For patience to work with the children (I’m not really good w/ kids)

· For strength to persevere through any unforeseen trials

· For a quiet heart in order to hear God clearly and learn whatever it is that He might want to teach me

· For comfort to get everything done (I’m under a ton of stress with school, my job, etc…and I really want to keep focused on God.)
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