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The Forward Look:
Thoughts from our

Pastor’s Heart

Pastor Mark Swirsky

Our culture has adopted the language of sin and
rebellion. TV shows utilize sin to advertise to the public. For
example, the long standing TV show, American ldol, uses the
word “idol” to attract viewers as if we Americans are interested in watching acts of
idolatry. A TV show in this current crop of shows is entitled “Revenge”. Don’t the
producers know that the Bible teaches that we are not to take revenge? Other shows
don’t use the words of sin; they use the images of sin to attract the public. The show,
Desperate Housewives, advertises with scenes evoking adultery or lust. You would think
that such crass appeals to a Bible-believing audience would be grossly ineffective, but
they are not ineffective for we are not a Bible-believing culture. Although the vast
majority of us may believe in God, that reality does not translate into the vast majority of

us obeying and honoring God.

We are affected by and often conformed to our culture. In November | will be
doing a sermon series entitled American Idols. | am doing it as a series that you can
bring your unsaved friend to hear to consider their own spiritual condition, but the truth is
that the series is just as relevant to each one of us because we Christians can be just as
wrapped up into our American idols as are our unsaved neighbors.

Pastor Mark Driscoll traveled to India and observed the numerous idols in that
land. While standing next to a shrine that had recently had some chickens killed at it in
sacrifice to some idol he asked an Indian pastor’s wife if she had ever conceived of
herself traveling to the United States some day. She shocked him by telling him that she
had already been to the United States and she would never go back because of all the
idolatry she saw. She then proceeded to give Pastor Driscoll some descriptions of the



idolatry she had seen. You will have to come listen to the first sermon to hear what she
saw.

Needless to say, our idols are a little more sophisticated than a simple wooden
carving, befitting the technological culture in which we live. Although we do have that
type of idolatry in some places, our idols tend not to be as recognizable to us as they are
to someone from outside our culture.

You will want to bring your friends to this sermon series because | have enlisted a
panel of judges to judge the sermon. This will certainly be a first since | will have to
present my sermon ideas to this panel in order to see whether those ideas make it to the
next round or get booted off of the stage. And then you, the listening audience, will vote
on whether what | have suggested is a true American idol or not. So bring your cell
phones and your blackberries so that you can vote on the next American idol.
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From the Equipping Pastor
Clovis Barnett

Discipleship/Mentoring
Meeting

Are you involved in a discipling/
mentoring relationship? If not,
would you like to be? If the answer
is yes, to either of these questions,
then please join us on Saturday,
November 5" at 10 a.m. for an
opportunity to dialogue about the disciple-
making process.

Our mission statement says that our mission is to “make a difference in the
Brazosport Community and the world by winning, building, and equipping disciples of
Jesus Christ.” The question is, how do we do this?

For over a year, a team of people has been meeting and dialoguing about what we
are calling the “Disciple Making Pathway.” We have attempted to define the end goal of
the disciple making process, which is spiritual maturity and the ability to disciple others
(spiritual reproduction). We have also attempted to describe the process in terms of a
pathway in order to help us understand where we are in the process and where we are
heading as we move towards spiritual maturity and reproduction.

We believe an important part of helping each other move down the pathway
towards spiritual maturity and reproduction is learning from others who are also
involved in the process. Thus, we are inviting those who are interested in dialoguing
about this to join us for this important meeting on November 5. For more information,
please contact me.

Festival of Lights Outreach —Nov. 19

The Festival of Lights this year is on Saturday, November 19. As we did last year, we
plan to have a booth at the Festival. We see this as an opportunity to get to know
people in the community and to reach out to the people of the community with the
gospel.

As with last year, we will utilize our Puppet Ministry to minister to children and their
parents and we plan to utilize a similar survey approach as we did last year in an
attempt to ascertain a person’s spiritual interest and hopefully have the opportunity to




share the gospel. We are also looking at some other creative ways to generate interest
in our booth (possibly using art and/or music, etc.) and thus the opportunity to dialogue
with people about spiritual things.

Please be in prayer for this ministry and if you have ideas on how to use it more
effectively for outreach or if you are interested in being a part of the ministry, please let
me know.

Malawi Mission Update

| recently received a couple of email updates from Pastor Fredrick who is the pastor
of the church in Ngabu Village where we ministered this past summer and who oversees
all of the pastors in the southern region of Malawi and a part of Mozambique that are a
part of their association. It was pastors from this region who attended the training that
we did this past summer.

Pastor Fredrick sent me a list of all the churches that received bibles. There were 80
churches in Malawi and Mozambique that received 20 bibles each. Along with the list of
churches was the following note (please excuse the English but English is not Fredrick’s
native language).

“Greetings in Jesus Mighty Name! | hope you are fine. Receive the names of branches who

have received the Old Chichewa Bibles in both Malawi and Mozambique. Therefore we want

to thank God for this provision received in July end 2011 at Ngabu. We want to thank Global

Ministries Fellowship Africa, GMFI, Church in USA of Pastor Clovis, church in Qatar and church

in Malaysia and all leaders of 2011, Malawi Outreach. These Bibles will used by brothers and

sisters who received them. May the good Lord bless you all. Yours in God’s service, Pastor

Fredrick Chimbe.”

| also received a second
email from him indicating that
the church in Ngabu had been
able to purchase a small
parcel of land so that they can
build a “small prayer house”
and ultimately a church. Here
is a picture he sent of he and
others clearing the land.

Please continue to pray for

the ministry in Malawi!
Pastor Clovis

Picture 1: Pastor Fredrick and others clearing land for future
church building



Ladies, get your holiday season started early by joining
December &r our annual Christmas party! We will meet a
Fellowship &8:30 PMor an evening of food, fun and fellow:
We are pleased to announce that our guest speaker will b
King of Trugo-Life Ministries. Of course, we'll enjoy the tra
"white elephant” gift exchange, so be looking for thédtine
present! This party provides a wonderfudhneartening way of introducing a friend to
who might not be comfortable coming first on a Sunaay morning. So please be
who you can invite, and make plans to join us for this spaog/ e

MINTSTRY

Invitations will be availlable on the women's ministry table near the coffec\loseim/en
If you would like to decorate a table, there will beug siggewith details for that as
This is a time enjoyed by all Sisters of Hopmuaguests, so save December 2nd
event!

Listen Up Money Saving Frien8§he Save Money Club will meet November 1, 15 ané 29
and December 18 from 6:300 7:30 p.m. Be sure to come with your ideas and suggestion
help each other be goodestwvar ds of Godd&és resources!

Looking ahead to 2012.).

February #lBarethe dates for our-Bhnual retreat at the Lodge at Danbury. Not only i
we enjoy a time of relaxation at the comfortable Lodge, but we will also spend time
study Capture My Heart, Londitten by Laura Wilcox of Houston. Laura will actually
and speak for several sessions. Here is a little about Laura:

Laura Wilcox has been impacting the lives of women in the United States and abroad throug
workwith Campus Crusade for Christ for two decades. Laura's passion for coming alongsidé
women to encounter a deeper experience of Jesus stems from the reality of how vastly He |
changed her life. She began her relationship with the living Sattemainjale University
of Texas at Austin.

Upon graduation with a B.B.A. in Marketing, Laura felt called to invest in the lives of college
students for the kingdom. After this time, Laura's love for studying the Word of God
drew her to complete aster of Biblical Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary. Laura's
writing has taken shape as she has been reaching out to women in the business and
professional world.

The messages containéaprure My Heart, L@ born out her own life journey, a
Jjourney that has been filled with all manner of terrain and accompanied by joy, grief, growth
and a changed heart. When Laura has down time, she can be found catching up with frieng
reading a thought provokingkbaroenjoying a pampering moment. She makes her
home in Houston. (taken from laurawilcox.net)
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e MISSIONS MOMENT

We are thanking the Lord for our new Papua
New Guinea coordinator, Gideon Karl.  He
embraced his responsibilities with fervor and
getting great repon‘s from him of /70W well the |

put much work /nz‘od/p/ng some of them get z‘h
clubs off the ground. What is so exciting abou.
extra time Gideon is giving to these churches ofRaKes s =S N |

sure they have a walh club is that when we haV@Eily e i etk o=

{Br 1mfRrR kmmy G¢| 1RrRmMr mammJ R
more chur@s tra/ned will have these well trained churches there to help them. Of cours
goal is to find those within those-trafied churches,
SNy aNLS ¢ml ymr ) Ner [ B[] ¢e
ministry team and help him with the falfpvhelp
neeéd for newly trained churches. This is not a fas
process, but the time invested is well worth it as we gro
the Awana ministry there.

While on our trip to Awana headquarters we were
asked to schedule a training for South Korea in Novemb
We are vergxcited about this opportunity to help the
South Korean Awana team as they prepare to reach out

Korean churches in their neighboring countries and beyond. With the TruthSeeker.
lessons, the people will not have to depend on getting theouvees res teaching biblical
truths, the gospel will be very clearly taught in these lessons. Please pray for the S. Ko
[ 1] RNMmM Rl @om RNe) Rr /[ el e 9/
to train in each of these countries and that the training
done thoroughly.

Linda teaching at Awana
Training Conference in Africa

As always, we SO appreciate your support and prayers

With grateful hearts,

, ) Ter:\&ind Linda Davis
Terry and Linda Davis
Awana Missionaries to PNG



Ashley Howard, CRU at Texas A&M (Bormaered Campus Crusade):

Praise God for the 9 students who have thadetaith in Christ and for the 449+
that have heard a clear presentation of the Gospel this semester so far.

Pray for God to be at work in the lives of those who have heard the Good News ¢
Christ and have yet to believe. This year our despeegent the good news to 1000
students through one on one conversations. Please pray we would continue to :

in faith and many more students would enter into a relationship with God.

Lake Jackson Area Parentsao
t h

Lff youyr® th@ingea child wishi spegial @aeecdsh i | d wi

we know how youfee el,

aral dou'yeomelbome hemee | come her e.

Purpose: To support, equip, and encourage parents and families of children with special needs.

Goals:
1 Provide a safe environment for sharing challenges and issues related to raising children
with special needs.
1  Share relevant information and resources.
1  Provide connection to other families dealing with similar issues.
1 Promote healthy, balanced families.

Meeting the 1 ' Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm, at Hope Fellowship, 200 Lake Road,
Lake Jackson

Need more info? Call 979 -236-7908
NOTE: Meetings are for adults only; no childcare is available

Upcoming Meetings:

Guest speaker: Lorin Furlow, Special Ed ucation Facilitator, Brazosportl

Nov. 3 ™ Topic: o0Schools and Parents Partner:.i
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e Coordinator: Diana Kidd God’ s House Dana Simon
' " Greeter: Carol White Clears the Temple JeremySimon
9:007 10:35 Elijah Simon
Diana Kidd, Amie Dodge Alex Shirsat, Linda Heinecke
10:357 12:10 Alice Genereau
CJ & Brian Heironimus Eé'tchgr?rgglr'gg
CRz Lynne Davies
o) Coordinator: Diana Kidd | Born Again: Nicodemus | Marsha Heironimus
. Greeter:Rosemary Allen Visits Jesus Mark Heironimus
P O |9:00z10: Jonathan Davies
:00z710:35
Carol White, Cynthia Sarah Barnett Taylor Neely
Thomas Amie Dodge Phyllis Cheatham
10:357 12:10 Chase Dodge
Danae HughesHong Jeremiah Loar
Wade Bethany Loar
CRz Sharon Doyle
-I- O Coordinator: Diana Kidd Living Water: Jesus Nick Perez
Greeter: Carol White Welcomes a Samaritan Dawn Perez
C T | 9:00710:35 Morgan Neely
Diana Kidd, Emily Morgan Neely Collin Swisher
Daniel Andy Sargent
10:357 12:10 Chris Cramer
Rebecca Rueschle
Jacquin Rogers
CRz Diana Kidd
) Coordinator: Diana Kidd | Your Son Lives: Jesus Eldon Baumesiter
: Greeter: Carol White Heals a Sick Boy Sarah Barnett
C X 9:007 10:35 Amie Christina Davies

Dodge, Shawna Hall

10:35z712:10
Kathy Sexton,Sharon
Leigon

CRz Diana Kidd

Michelle Deavenport
Sandra Thibault
Gabe Deaveport

Bethany Deavenport

Dave Reuschle
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TRUSTEE TIDBITS:

The Gulf Coast Adventure Weekend will be held at the Dow Academic Center February
23-26, 2012. It will provide local churches with a new approach to reaching the
community for Jesus. This is an event for all denominations. It is designed to help
develop and strengthen the relationship between the church and the surrounding
community while providing an opportunity to share the Gospel with those who do
not typically attend church. Each Adventure Weekend is uniquely tailored to fit the

host community.

Eve of Christmas Eve Service
Friday, December 23
6:00 p.m.
OWhereds the Line




You can locateénformation
for ABF classes, Bible
Studies, etc., on the counter
in the foyer of the Worship
Center or online at
www.hopefellowship.com!

Ministry Opportunities
Looking for an opportunity to serve at Hope Fellowship?

We are always looking for servant hearts to serve in the various ministries of the church.
Here are some specific needs:

Co-Teacher for 5"/6" grade Sunday School
Adult helpers in K-Rocks

Slide Projection in Sunday morning worship
Nursery workers

Children’s Ministry Team Leader

Sunday School Director

Preschool Children’s Worship Director
Small Group Ministry Team Leader

Small Group Leaders

Outreach Ministry Team Members

Maker of coffee on Sunday morning

= =48 -_a_-98_8_9_42_4a_8a_-2_-2

If interested in any of these ministry opportunities,
please contact Pastor Clovis or Pastor Mark.



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=don't+forget&um=1&hl=en&biw=1146&bih=584&tbm=isch&tbnid=p77HBzf0hCrSZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.babble.com/CS/blogs/droolicious/archive/2009/01/30/don-t-forget-chalkboard.aspx&docid=f8YS0nJcOyIlaM&w=300&h=300&ei=Ke2BTqqpJ8KKsgKk7cDnDg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=don't+forget&um=1&hl=en&biw=1146&bih=584&tbm=isch&tbnid=p77HBzf0hCrSZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.babble.com/CS/blogs/droolicious/archive/2009/01/30/don-t-forget-chalkboard.aspx&docid=f8YS0nJcOyIlaM&w=300&h=300&ei=Ke2BTqqpJ8KKsgKk7cDnDg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=don't+forget&um=1&hl=en&biw=1146&bih=584&tbm=isch&tbnid=p77HBzf0hCrSZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.babble.com/CS/blogs/droolicious/archive/2009/01/30/don-t-forget-chalkboard.aspx&docid=f8YS0nJcOyIlaM&w=300&h=300&ei=Ke2BTqqpJ8KKsgKk7cDnDg&zoom=1

a0\
/oﬁé@@

2011 Brazoria County Fair

Reserve Best of Class

Summer Hughes

Bethany Loar (16)
Junior at Brazosport Christian School
2011 Brazoria County Fair
Outstanding Placing ithe Art 1 Category
"Longhorno

Black & White Pencil, 8x10




Amie Dodge

Brazoria County Fair Mom/Winner of Kim Kresta Award

Why My Mom is the Best!
by Ravenne Dodge

My mom with silky brown hair, stands at just four feet eleven inches, for such a

small person God has given her such a huge heart. She gives me hugs and kisses and

do everything together. To me she is the most amazing
woman in the world. Whe | had to go to
Hospital for surgery (twice) she was right by my side
especially when | was cryin
get any sleep, because | was always crying and in pain, she
was stil]l abl e to cokmghew t
she does it all.

I am still in a wheel chair and she manages to lift
that wheel chair in and out of the vehicle to take me to

school and to play dates, she says that it will help her build muscles. It was really hard fc
her when my brother sprained his ankle in footbatl ae was using crutches. My mom

makes sure that my brother and | are never without anything and that we
have many friends and also a good church family. She helps me wit

teaches the life gks students at Brazoswood High School and she :
is so good at it, those kids really love her.

My mom is so sweet and kind; she helps people in nei '
and likes to volunteer at many places including the Dream Centel
This summer we went to Camp Blessing d@ndas so amazmgI

fun.

She is my Hero, to the world she may be just another person, but to me she meal
everything. No one can take that away from me because she is my mom and she truly
the best and | love her and everything she does, | am truly blessed to have a mom ik

her.
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Upcoming Sermon Series

Starring:
Entertainment
Success
Money

Be sure to invite family, friends, co-workers and neighborsiil
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Paul and June Hembling
November 30
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- River of Hope
e

Hope Fellowship continues to support the River of Hope. One of the
many ways we provide support is through collecting food for local

AR ;s

area pantries. Please place your non-perishable donations in the XXT* I E I EA ( I

River of Hope collection bin at the Welcome Center. For November XXT ! 1 E 11 U $ )

2011, we are asked to donate: canned chicken/turkey. However, you - . R B
are not limited to donating only our assigned food. The River of Hope XXT - AA u o0 A 0 A U
was established by Brazosport Ministerial Alliance and is funded by XXT$ AT 1 U #O0AIi

area churches. May God bless your faithfulness in giving to this

important ministry. XXT$ AOGEA ( AEIT
XX7T (Ol

OAO (Al



http://www.hopefellowship.com/

