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Gulf Coast Sunday, October 9
Adventure
O 12 noon -2 p.m.

This is for everyone who works in Children’s Ministry except for
py N d includes adults, youth, and older element
Opportunities Nursery and includes adults, youth, and older elementary

children who are presently serving, or interested in serving, in
the Children’s Ministry. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to
Sermon Series Pastor Clovis or Francine (our new office professional) at

Birthdays and 297-8356 or Clovis@hopefellowship.com or

Did You Know?

Anniversaries Francine@hopefellowship.com.
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The Forward Look:
Thoughts from our

Pastor’s Heart

Pastor Mark Swirsky

Please pray for our ministry at TW Ogg this year. The
school counselor, Pam Garcia, has been a key person for

our ministry in terms of coordinating volunteers with

volunteer opportunities, getting students for our High Values
Club, providing students for our mentors, etc., and she has had to go to servicing both
TW Ogg and Elisabeth Ney Elementary Schools because of budget cuts at BISD. She
divides her time now between both schools, meaning that she has twice the work load
and that more things are probably going to fall through the cracks at both schools. Pray
that God gives her overwhelming ability to accomplish all the things that truly need to
be accomplished at each school and the wisdom to know what is necessary and what is
not.

The sermon series for the month of October is entitled “What God Cannot Do.” We
might think that God can do anything he wants to do because he is all powerful, but the
truth is that God cannot deny himself, he cannot change the attributes and reality that
make him God. Sometimes skeptics have tried to overlook this reality about God by
posing a false dilemma like this one: If God is all-powerful, can he create an object he
cannot lift?” The answer is no, because God cannot violate his own nature and to create
an object he could not lift would violate his own nature. It would be the same thing as
asking if God can do anything, could he cease to exist, or lie, or sin? No, he cannot do
anything that violates his own nature.

Now, we ought to be very glad that God cannot violate his own nature because that
means it is impossible for him to lie to us, impossible for him to break a promise to us,
impossible for him to treat us unjustly (even though we may think he has), and
impossible for him to make a mistake. God’s attributes by definition mean that he will



never do certain things which are contradictory to his attributes. God’s attributes help
us to understand who he is and just as importantly who he is not and what he will not
do.

Stephen Charnock wrote a two volume work entitled “The Existence and Attributes of
God”. This is one of the most thoughtful and comprehensive works on the nature and
attributes of God. It is deep reading, but | close with some of his thoughts on what God
cannot do.

Some things are impossible to the glorious perfections of God. God cannot do
anything unbecoming his holiness and goodness; any thing unworthy of himself,
and against the perfections of his nature.... God cannot love sin, this is contrary
to his holiness; he cannot violate his word, this is a denial of his truth; he cannot
punish an innocent, this is contrary to his goodness; he cannot cherish an
impenitent sinner, this is an injury to his justice; he cannot forget what is done in
the world, this is a disgrace to his omniscience; he cannot deceive his creature,
this is contrary to his faithfulness: none of these things can be done by him,
because of the perfection of his nature. —Stephen Charnock, “The Existence and
Attributes of God”, Vol. 2, pp. 27-28.
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In July, VOM launched an online petition to help free Asia Bibi, a Christian wife and mother convicted of blasphemy
and sentenced to death in Pakistan. Tens of thousands of people from around the world have signed the petition for
her release at www.CallForMercy.com.

If you haven't yet spoken out for Asia Bibi, please GO NOW and sign the petition.

Asia Bibi is still in prison, and we have not yet reached our goal of 1 MILLION SIGNATURES calling for justice.

To help spread the word of Asia's unjust sentence, VOM also launched a video contest. We invited readers to post a
video on YouTube telling the story of Asia Bibi and asking viewers to sign the petition, which we will soon be
delivering to the Pakistan Embassy in Washington, D.C. Among the excellent and creative entries, David K. earned the
top prize with his 97-second video.

This video and the others in the contest are excellent tools for telling others about Asia Bibi and encouraging them to
sign the Call For Mercy petition. You may want to post a video on your Facebook page or website, show it in your
church or Sunday School class, or e-mail a link to your friends.

THANK YOU for helping us raise A CALL FOR MERCY on behalf of Asia Bibi. We will not be silent until she is free.

[ Voice of the Martyrs ]




From the Equipping Pastor
Clovis Barnett

Investing in the Next
Generation
If you were in church on Children’s
Ministry Sunday then you heard me
preach a sermon about the importance of
investing in the next generation. | can’t
stress how important | think this is, not only to the
future of Hope Fellowship, but the future of the church at large.

Children’s Ministry Sunday fell this year on the 10%" Anniversary of 9/11. 9/11 and

the after effects of it have dominated the last

decade and it is the What will the next challenge that those

especially in their 20’s and . 30’s have had to face.
generation have to face? -

| could not help but wonder what will the next

generation coming up have to face? Will it be even

more challenging than 9/11, Vietnam, or WWII?

Will this up and coming generation be prepared to face it?

| honestly do not know, but | do know that if they are to face whatever comes their
way and are to overcome it, then it will require a genuine faith, an ability to think
biblically (understand and apply God’s truth), an ability to give an account tor the hope
that is within them (defend the faith), and a genuine love for others that demonstrates
itself in serving and ministering to others. | also believe that it is our responsibility to
train and equip them to do this.

That’s why, in the Worship Ministry, | am excited about the opportunity to be
involved in the process of training Raymond and Riley in the essentials of worship
leading. | am meeting weekly with them and taking them through training materials
that come from a website titled WorshipTraining.com and from a video series by Paul
Baloche (composer of “Open the Eyes of My Heart”).

We have covered to date segments on the history of worship and the theology of
worship and are presently going through a segment entitled “Essentials in Worship
Leading.” This segment includes topics such as “The Character of a Worship Leader,”
“Cultivating Your Own Heart as a Worshipper,” “Building Sets around the Character of
God and the Faith,” and how to develop “Worship Flow.”



We have a great time dialoguing about these topics and how to apply them to the
worship of Hope Fellowship. | think that you will see Raymond and Riley progressing in
their ability to lead God’s people into His presence.

In the Children’s Ministry we deliberately are using our youth and older age
elementary children to minister in Preschool Children’s Worship and in K-Rocks. | am
especially pleased that my daughter, Sarah, along with Morgan Neely and Alex Shirsat,
are now serving as the Bible Teacher on their respective Preschool Children’s Worship
teams. We also used our youth to lead certain areas of this past year’s Backyard Bible
Club.

All of these opportunities help to equip our youth and children to minister and serve
as they grow up and assume leadership in their generation.

Another way that we can invest in the next generation is to begin a mentoring
relationship with a youth or child. Obviously this needs to be done in cooperation with
their parent, but there are youth and children who desire, and are in need of someone,
to be a mentor/big brother to them.

In some cases their Dad is not involved in their lives for a variety of reasons or, if they
are involved, they are not believers or are not walking with God and are unable to give
spiritual guidance to their child. In one situation here at Hope, the father is in prison.
Much like Dustin Cleaver needed the Frizzells to invest their lives in him, so these
children need someone to become involved in their lives.

There are children that are in need of this here at the church and there are children
who are at Ogg Elementary that are in need of this. If you are interested in learning
more about these opportunities, please contact me.

| challenge all of us to look for ways that we can be a part of the process of helping to
equip the next generation. There are opportunities to serve them through the various
ministries at the church and the ministry at Ogg Elementary. There are opportunities to
serve along side these youth in the various ministries they are part of and there are
potential opportunities to become a mentor to them, or to the older elementary age
children, who serve in these ministries.

Please be praying for the next generation and pray for our church as we seek to reach
them and to equip them to meet the challenges they surely will face as they mature into
adults who will lead us as a church and as a nation.

Pastor Clovis



Malawi Mission Update
By Pastor Clovis

Recently | received an email from Pastor Foster Tchapo, one of the
pastors who attended the fraining that we did during the Malawi Mission
Trip. It was Pastor Foster who received the old church laptop (which had
been sitting unused for a couple of years). Also, our Mission’'s Committee
recently sent some additional funds for Pastor Foster and several other
Pastors to attend specialized training with Hennie (our South African
Missionary) at his home in Polokwane and then some in the field training in
Maputo, Mozambique. Please confinue to pray for these pastors and
their ministry in Malawi. Here is the text of Pastor Foster's message
(obviously his English is a bit weak):

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ,

! hope you are all fine. To us, we are all fine
and above all the hands of God is on our side.
Our back home families and the work of God is
also fine. We are here just to thank you, your
family, and your ministry for the good work

which you have done to me for providing us
transport from Polokwane to Maputo. To my side,
I respect you us my spiritual father and above all you are the first pastor to bless me
with Laptop which makes me to report or communicate with you and other pastors
easily.

1 believe that this connection is from God therefore please pray for me, my family and
my ministry for GOD to open more doors for me and also to success in my studjes.

May God bless you with this chapter; Philippians I;3-1l. Please, read this chapter

carefully and God give you more wisdom.

YOURS FOSTER S TCHAPO



DATE NURSERY PRESCHOOL K-ROCKS
Coordinator: Diana Kidd Home in Nazareth:
Oct Greeter: Carol White Jesus Grows Up
y) 9:00 - 10_135 ; . Sarah Barnett Eldon Baumeister @
Carol White, Emily Daniel Amie Dodge Morgan Neely g
10:35-12:10 Bethany Loar David Reuschle
Kathy Sexton, Sharon Chase Dodge [—Jo
Leigon Katherine Swisher [
CR - Lynn Davies —
Coordinator: Diana Kidd Lost Child: Jesus |;3
Oct Greeter: Rosemary Allen Learns in the Temple @
9 91_00 - 1_0335 ) Morgan Neely Marsha Heironimus
Diana Kidd, Amie Dodge Andy Sargent Mark Heironimus 5
10:35 -12:10 Chris Cramer Phyllis Cheatham <
Dana Simon, Danae Taylor Neely Jonathon Davies %
Hughes Ethan Perez
CR - Diana Kidd
Coordinator: Diana Kidd Water Worker: John
Oct Greeter: Carol White Prepares the Way
G 91_00 - 1_0535 ) Kerry Hughes Nick Perez @
Diana Kidd, Cynthia Ann Hughes Dawn Perez |;3
Thomas Garrett Hughes Sarah Barnett
10:35-12:10 Danae Hues %l
Rebecca Rueschle, Hong Reagan Hughes @
Wade
CR - Sharon Doyle l%
Coordinator: Diana Kidd My Beloved Son: John
Oct Greeter: Carol White Baptizes Jesus %
23 9109 - 10:35 Dana Simon Michelle @
Amie Dodge, Shawna Hall Sandra Thibault Deavenport
10:35-12:10 Elijah Simon Linda Heinecke g
Michelle Strickland, June Jeremy Simon Collin Swisher @
Strickland
CR - Diana Kidd E&_”
Coordinator:
0 Greeter: Carol White g
ct. 9:00 — 10:35 5th Sunday - 5th Sunday - —]
30 Carol White, Emily Daniel NO Children’s NO K-Rocks @
Worship

10:35-12:10
CJ & Brian Heironimus

CR - Sharon Doyle
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Wttt and M Crews

Walt was born in California and grew up primarily in Missouri. Beverly
was born in Ohio and grew up in Oklahoma. They met at Oklahoma State
University and soon discovered a mutual love for the Lord, which Beverly says is
the “knot that tied them together”. Walt is an
electrical engineer for Dow, and Beverly has
been a teacher, but mainly a stay-at-
home mom. The Crews have 3
children; Charles, Joshua, and
Katherine, and two granddaughters.
Walt is an avid sportsman and
enjoys hiking, swimming, and other
outdoor activities. Beverly enjoys
creative pursuits, such as poetry,
sewing, and painting, but her favorite
activity is giving parties and entertaining.

Before coming to Texas, Walt and Beverly lived in Thailand and enjoyed
traveling to many different countries. While still in Thailand, they began to pray
for a church home in Lake Jackson, and they feel that God answered their
prayers by leading them to Hope Fellowship. The Lord is the center of the
Crews’ life and they have enjoyed “a wonderful trip of getting to know God better”
through the years. Walt and Beverly are already very active at Hope, where they
enjoy attending a small group, and are part of the Care Team ministry. They also
have hosted several get-togethers at their home for their new church family. We
welcome Walt and Beverly to membership in Hope Fellowship.



Loity Dawied

Emily has lived in Brazoria County all her life. She was born at the
Dow Hospital in Freeport and grew up in Angleton. She has 3 sons, ages 24, 41,
and 42 and does Home Care for a living. Emily was first introduced to Hope
Fellowship by her neighbor, Mike Dunn, and she has come to church faithfully
since that time. Emily says that she loves everybody in the church, and she
often invites people to Hope and tells them that if they come they will be loved
and accepted for who they are. She has become an active participant in the
church, has attended the Women’s Retreat, Women’s Bible Study. In her spare
time, she enjoys doing cross-
stitch and embroidery,
reading and playing board
games. She says that her
goal in life is to “Please the
Lord and only the Lord".
We are so glad that Emily
has become a part of the
Hope family.




Mike tovar

Mike Hovan was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and grew up in nearby
Stratford. He works for Turbana Corporation where he serves as the Quality
Control Sales Coordinator. Mike’s job and his two children, Michael and Kelly,
keep him very busy but when he has some spare time he enjoys working out.

When Mike transferred to the Brazosport area, he prayed to find a strong
Bible-believing church, such as the one he belonged to in Connecticut. He found
the Hope Fellowship website and gathered information about the church, its
pastors, and its beliefs and doctrines. Mike was far from home and he knew he
needed a strong church family. When he came to Hope, he discovered a “rock,
solid church” with “lots of good brothers and sisters.” Mike is a member of the
Monday evening Men’s Small Group and also participates in Care Ministry. We
are blessed to have Mike as a new member of Hope Fellowship.
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Anne Shepherd was born in Angleton and has lived in this area all her life.
Anne previously worked for the Brazoria County Abstract Company and the
appraisal district. When she was growing up, she enjoyed going to her Uncle
Ralph’s house where there were plenty of animals, especially dogs and horses.
She rode horses whenever she had the opportunity.

Anne has three children: Lloyd, Sandy, and Brady, and also several
grandchildren. She recently moved to Carriage Inn with her dog, Cowgirl. She
began to attend Alan Strickland’s Sunday School class, and later started coming
to Hope Fellowship, which she very much enjoys. She still loves horses and
dogs, and has enjoyed attending family reunions over the years. We welcome
Anne to membership in Hope.



TRUSTEE TIDBITS:

Here are a few things that the Trustees have been working on or have
accomplished recently:

A financial audit was completed in June by Hong Wade (THANKS
Hong!!!)
A lower electric rate contract was established.

A Kitchen Coordinator was identified (THANKS Michelle
Deavenport!!!)

Received confirmation from State for tax refund of $3K.
 Re-leveled the old sign base.
9 Cleaned all church carpets.
Upcoming Facility Improvement plans include the following:
T Fall 2011
0 Repairs to Playground Fence
0 Sanctuary Upgrades with paint and sound panels
0 Landscaping Improvements

Update “Family Room” for Visitors and Fellowship

Complete Unfinished area in Children’s wing to provide
dedicated K-Rocks space.

We are pleased to announce that for the Sept. 2010 to Aug. 2011 Fiscal Year
that our general giving was slightly up from budget and our spending was less than
budget resulting in a net surplus of $33,600. Of this, $7,000 has been used to
meet various needs of our missionaries per request from the Missions Committee.

The Gulf Coast Adventure Weekend will be held at the Dow Academic
Center February 23-26, 2012. It will provide local churches with a new
approach to reaching the community for Jesus. This is an event for all
denominations. It is designed to help develop and strengthen the
relationship between the church and the surrounding community while
providing an opportunity to share the Gospel with those who do not
typically attend church. Each Adventure Weekend is uniquely tailored
to fit the host community.




You can locateénformation
for ABF classes, Bible
Studies, etc., on the counter
in the foyer of the Worship
Center or online at
www.hopefellowship.com!

Ministry Opportunities
Looking for an opportunity to serve at Hope Fellowship?

We are always looking for servant hearts to serve in the various ministries of the church.
Here are some specific needs:

Co-Teacher for 5"/6" grade Sunday School
Adult helpers in K-Rocks

Slide Projection in Sunday morning worship
Nursery workers

Children’s Ministry Team Leader

Sunday School Director

Preschool Children’s Worship Director
Small Group Ministry Team Leader

Small Group Leaders

Outreach Ministry Team Members

Maker of coffee on Sunday morning

= =48 -_a_-98_8_9_42_4a_8a_-2_-2

If interested in any of these ministry opportunities,
please contact Pastor Clovis or Pastor Mark.
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Hope Fellowship
sponsored a meal for
the Brazoswood
Buccaneer football
team on Friday, Sept.
23. Several members
cooked, delivered and
served a chicken dinner
to the team.

3rd/4th Grade Class Celebrated the
"birthday" of the church - Pentecost

L4 National Merit Scholar Award!

Alex Shirsat received the

Be sure to check out
the “Church News”
bulletin board to see
church members who
have been mentioned
in the newspaper!
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God is supposed to be all powerful, all knowing, perfect. But believe it or
not there are some things God can't do and to be honest, at Hope
Fellowship, we are glad that is true. Who wants a God that can lie, break
promises, or fail--we sure don't! So this month, come explore what God

can and can't do and find out how God's "can't" is good news for us!

Oct 2 God Cannot Sin Or Overlook Sin

Oct 9 God Cannot Make a Mistake

Oct 16 God Cannot Lie or Break a Promise

Oct 23 God Cannot Fall

Oct 30 God Cannot Lose or Reject His Children



ANNIVERSARY
WISHES

Paul and Jonette Coram
October 3

Ed and Connie Ralston
October 7

David and Rebecca Reuschle
October 16

_~ River of Hope
)

Hope Fellowship continues to support the River of Hope. One of the
many ways we provide support is through collecting food for local
area pantries. Please place your non-perishable donations in the
River of Hope collection bin at the Welcome Center. For October
2011, (including mac-n-
cheese). However, you are not limited to donating only our assigned
food. The River of Hope was established by Brazosport Ministerial

we are asked to donate: Pasta

Alliance and is funded by area churches.
faithfulness in giving to this important ministry.

May God bless your
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