
                                           YOUR TESTIMONY:
A POWERFUL PRESENTATION OF THE GOSPEL
Introduction
I.         What is an evangelistic testimony?
A.        It is not an insiders story for insiders.
B.        It is not a story which is designed primarily to encourage Christians and use exclusively Christian terms. 
C.         An evangelistic testimony is a clear statement of your conversion so that an unbeliever can understand the Gospel and respond.
II.       Is my testimony worthy?
A.        Pagans normally do not pursue holiness. You, no matter what your past has been, have a powerful testimony.
B.         Your testimony is a very valuable tool.
1.         People identify with a testimony.
 2.         A personal testimony has authority in it (John 9:25).
3.         A personal testimony can be used in many different situations.
C.        In fact, your testimony is a very powerful tool, especially against Satan (see Rev. 12:10-11).

III. 
A step-by-step process of preparing your testimony.

A. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide the selection and preparation of the words you speak..

1. Decide on whether or not you will use a theme in your testimony.

2. Select an interesting introduction. Be creative! Or, you may choose to simply say something like, “I would like to share something with you that has been very meaningful to me.” Be yourself, but try to grab the listener’s attention.

B. Be Brief and to the point about your past. Share something about life before knowing Christ. Make it relevant and thought provoking. Give sufficient detail so that people can see that you are a fell person. However, watch out, people are able to get the idea real quick about your past and its usually unnecessary to go into a lot of details.

1. Identify the root of the problem and not the fruit of the problem. An event that happened in the past might be the root of the problem while all of the other events surrounding it might be the fruit. A blow-by-blow description of all the surrounding events is inappropriate.
2. A comment about how you came to know Christ. Be brief and specific about how you came to know Jesus Christ as your  personal Savior. What led you to make the decision to trust Christ? How specifically did you place our trust in Him?  

3. Be specific about how you came to know  Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. Share the basics of the Good news. Share something of what Christ did for you and how it happened.
4. Avoid Christian jargon. Translate your words so that they can be understood by an unbeliever. Avoid glittering generalities and unreal statements which are unbelievable.  Avoid talking about denominations and using Christian terms.
5. A comment about your present. Focus on the now of your experience with Jesus Christ. Be brief and real about your present walk with Christ. Include how Christ is meeting your needs and the hope that you have for the future. Include what God is doing now in your walk with Him and how He is changing your life right now. Talk about your strugglesas well as your victories. Once again, be careful to avoid “wonderful” superlatives.
6. This section might also include a closing Scripture passage. Be sure to keep your testimony fresh and up to date. (A good theme is your favorite scripture.)
C. Center on Christ, not yourself. You obviously must talk about yourself because it is your testimony. However, the person that you desire to elevate and hold out to the lost world is Jesus Christ, not yourself.
At the conclusion of your testimony, you may want to continue with a few questions:
1.       The Comprehension Question.- “Has everything that I have said been clear to you?”
2.         The Clarifying Question. – “Have you ever placed your trust in Jesus Christ?”

3.         The Commitment Question. – “Would you like to place your trust in Jesus Christ right now?”
Conclusion

