Improving Your Serve
The Spiritual Discipline of Service

I. The Spiritual discipline of service is not about serving but about becoming a servant.
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"Which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field,
'Come immediately and sit down to eat'? 8 "But will he not say to him, 'Prepare something for me to eat, and
properly clothe yourself and serve me while I eat and drink; and afterward you may eat and drink'? 9 "He
does not thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, does he? 10 "So you too, when you
do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we
ought to have done.'"
Luke 17:7-10 (NASB)
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do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Philippians 2:4-8 (NASB)
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But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great men exercise authority over them. 26 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become
great among you shall be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;
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just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
Matthew 20:25-28 (NASB)

John 13:12-17

II. Service helps us grow spiritually and connect with God.

