The Spiritual Discipline of Simplicity

I. Examples of inner simplicity

*""Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. = Matthew 5:8 (NASB)

*"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Matthew 6:33)

Philippians 3:7-14

II. Threats to simplicity

e Love of money and things- Matthew 6:19-24; 1 Timothy 6:9-10

“"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. ' But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and
where thieves do not break in or steal; * for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. *"The eye
is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. " But if your eye is
bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness! *'"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. Matthew 6:19-24 (NASB)\

’But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which
plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 1 Timothy 6:9-10

e  Worry- Matthew 13:22

2"And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry
of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  Matthew 13:22
(NASB)

e The pursuit of pleasure- James 4:1-2; 5:1-5

"What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in
your members? *You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. James 4:1-2 (NASB)




