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Peter and Me: Progression From Rejection to Restoration
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 (ESV)
Slide 2
God's Faithfulness to the Unfaithful
Luke 22:31-34 (ESV) - 31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33 Peter said
to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not
crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.”
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Luke 22:54-62 (ESV)
Backslide: Progression to Rejection
54 Then they seized him (Jesus) and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a
distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among
them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with
him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You
also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted,
saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you
are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at
Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny
me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly.
Backslide: Progression to Rejection
Psalm 1 (ESV)
1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, or sits in the seat of
scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law[b] of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a
tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he
prospers. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the
judgement, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of
the wicked will perish.
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Restoration after Rejection
John 21:1-6 (ESV)
1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon
Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were
together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did
not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to
them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul
it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
Restoration after Rejection (continued)
John 21:7-14 (ESV)
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself
into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but
about a hundred yards off. 9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled
the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them,
“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to
the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Slide 5
Relationship and Restoration
John 21:15-17 (ESV)
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He
said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him
the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my sheep.
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Fallibility after Restoration
Galatians 2:11-14 (ESV)
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men
came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the
circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray
by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before
them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
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Peter, like his Jesus
John 21:18-19 (ESV)
18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when
you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.”
19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
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What about me?
 Beware of Self-Confidence
 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)
 When we Fall, God Forgives
 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1:9)
 When we Fall, God is holding on
 The steps of a man are established by the LORD, when he delights in his way; 24 though he fall, he shall not be
cast headlong, for the LORD upholds his hand. (Psalm 37:23-24)
 For the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity. (Proverbs
24:16)

 Prevent Falling away by Abiding in Christ




4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:4-5)
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. (Psalm 119:9)

