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You crown the year with Your goodness,

And Your path.s drip with abundance.
PSALM 65:11
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THE FORWARD LOOK
Thoughts . . . from our Pastor’s heart
2018 will be a year of preparation and change for Hope
Fellowship as sometime during the next year we will form a Search Team and
start the process of seeking God's person to be the next Senior Pastor of
Hope Fellowship. As | write this article, the church is closing in on paying off ninety percent of the
remaining debt we had when we started the campaign to become debt free a little over two years
ago. We hope to start the transition process about the time we pay off the church mortgage.

What will that transition include? We will want to spend some time as a church praying about
and seeking God'’s will as to what our church needs in the next Senior Pastor, given Hope
Fellowship's present stage of life. We plan to devote at least one Concert of Prayer this next year
praying about the qualities the next Senior Pastor needs to have. We will want to bring in Bob
Rowley, our District Superintendent to hear what steps we should have in the search process. We
will need to appoint a Search Team to do the majority of the work sifting through resumes, calling
references, reviewing answers to questionnaires, doing onsite interviews, and finally submitting a
candidate to the church to meet and interview.

When the elders began planning this transition over three years ago, | thought it might be
possible for me to remain as a part-time staff when the new Senior Pastor came, stay on for a year
to help him make the transition and then leave or if both he and | thought | should stay, | might
stay longer. That assumption was based on the idea that we would grow some during these last
couple of years, making that course of action economically feasible. However, we have not
significantly grown, even with the recent attempt at two worship services.

If we took all the money we are presently spending on the mortgage and put it toward staff,

we would end ui with aiiroximateli 60% or more of the church budiet tied ui in staff versus the

-Dastor Mark



