Change Is Your Friend
How God Uses Change to Make You Like Christ

I. The Father uses trials to complete you like he did with Jesus
2

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith
produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing. James 1:2-4 (NASB)

3

And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;
and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because
the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
Romans 5:3-5 (NASB)
4

9

But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for
everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing
many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. Hebrews 2:9-10 (NASB)
17

Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He
Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
Hebrews 2:17-18 (NASB)
7

In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One
able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety. 8 Although He was a Son, He learned
obedience from the things which He suffered. 9 And having been made perfect, He became to all those who
obey Him the source of eternal salvation, 10 being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek. Hebrews 5:7-10 (NASB)

II. It is essential that we see all change as directed by God (Romans 8:28-29).
28

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to
the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; Romans 8:28-29 (NASB)

A. God is able to use sin and evil to accomplish his will.

B. God is able to use the Devil and his demons to accomplish his will.
7

Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there
was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting myself!
8
Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 9 And He has said to me, "My grace
is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
2 Corinthians 12:7-9 (NASB)

31

"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you,
that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."
Luke 22:31-32 (NASB)

